
Int. J. Solids Structures, 1971, Vol. 7, pp. 731 to 750. Pergamon Press. Printed in Great Britain

TRANSIENT STRESS INTENSITY FACTORS FOR A FINITE
CRACK IN AN ELASTIC SOLID CAUSED BY A

DILATATIONAL WAVEt

STEPHEN A. THAut and TSIN-HwEI Lu§

Department of Mechanics, Illinois Institute of Technology, Chicago, Illinois

Abstract-The diffraction of a plane dilatational wave of arbitrary profile by a finite line crack in an infinite
elastic medium is analyzed by the generalized Wiener-Hopf technique. Explicit expressions are derived for the
dynamic normal and shear stress intensity factors at each crack edge as functions of time, angle of incidence and
Poisson's ratio. These results are exact from the instant the incident wave arrives at a given edge until a diffracted
P wave reaches the opposite edge, is rediffracted, and then returns to the original edge, i.e. during two P wave,
crack width transit times. Numerical results for an incident wave with a step function stress profile are presented
for several angles of incidence and the peak normal stress intensity is found to be 30 per cent greater than the
analogous static factor. The magnitude of the jump in the vertical displacement across the crack is also calculated
for the case of normal incidence, during a single P wave transit time and the crack is found to remain open
in this period.

1. INTRODUCTION

THE calculation of stresses around a crack in an elastic medium is a problem of long
standing interest in fracture mechanics. For the case of time-harmonic dynamic loading,
Sih and Loeber have recently obtained results for the stress intensities at the edges of a
finite crack subjected to a plane incident stress wave [IJ. They treated both harmonic
dilatational (P wave) and vertical shear (SV wave) waves and in an earlier paper they
considered an incident, harmonic, horizontal shear wave (SH wave) [2].

In this paper we treat the analogous transient problem of diffraction of an arbitrary
plane dilatational wave by a finite crack in an infinite elastic solid. As done in our previous
study on the diffraction of a plane transient SH wave by a finite crack [3J, we employ the
so-called generalized Wiener-Hopf method which yields an iteration series solution that
is exact for a finite period of time which increases with each increasing order of the iteration.
This technique has also been used by us [3J, Kostrov [4J and Flitman [5J, in problems of
diffraction of elastic waves by a finite rigid strip. We are again successful here in obtaining
explicitly zeroth and first order expressions for the stress intensity factors. The first order
results are exact from the time the incident wave reaches the crack until two P wave,
crack width transit times have elapsed. The peak stress intensity factors are found to occur
at the instant when the first scattered Rayleigh waves, which propagate along the crack
surfaces, arrive at the given crack edge. For later times than considered here, the exact
generalized Wiener-Hopf iteration solution is no longer practical for calculating numerical
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results. However, in all the cases cited above, including the present study, peak responses
are found to occur in the time period of two crack or rigid strip transit times.

The application of the Wiener-Hopf method for the finite strip or slit diffraction
problem is discussed in chapter V of Noble's book [6J, but only for high-frequency scalar
harmonic waves and for far-field calculations. Then the results are asymptotic rather
than exact.

2. DESCRIPTION OF PROBLEM

The infinite elastic solid shown in Fig. 1 contains a plane crack of unit width and
infinite length situated at y = 0 and 0 < x < l.t A plane transient compressional wave
impinges on the crack with its propagation vector perpendicular to the z-axis and at an
angle IX from the positive x-axis. The problem is therefore taken as one of plane strain in
which the displacements are independent of z and can be expressed in terms of the com
pressional (P wave) and shear (S wave) wave potentials, ¢(x, y, t) and l/J(x, y, t), respectively,
as

u = o¢/ox +ol/J/oy, v = o¢!oy-ol/J/ox, W = 0 (1)

With dots over a function indicating differentiation with respect to time, the equations of
motion become

where

(2)

K = [(2 - 2v)/(I- 2v)J!

y

(3)

Plane Crack

x

Incident Wove

FIG. 1. Geometry of problem.

t The Cartesian coordinates x, y, z have been normalized by the actual physical width of the crack. Also, the
dimensionless time adopted here is equal to the actual time normalized by the time for a P wave to transverse
the width of the crack. Hence, in these dimensionless coordinates, the P and S wave velocities become unity and
11K « I), respectively.
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is the ratio of the P wave velocity to the velocity of the S wave.t Note that for real elastic
solids for which the Poissons ratio v is in the range 0 < v < !, I( > 2t . The stresses in the
medium, normalized by the shear modulus, are calculated from Hooke's law as

in Cartesian tensor notation.
The incident wave, indicated with superscript (i), is given by

</>(i) f(t- X cos et- y sin et), ljJ(i) = 0

(4)

(5)

where f is identically zero when its argument is negative, but otherwise is an arbitrary
waveform. Thus the initial time for the problem is the instant when the wave (5) reaches
the leading edge of the crack, x = O. Ahead of the advancing plane front the medium is
undisturbed.

The stresses produced by the incident wave are

1:~; = sin 2et! (6)

In the numerical example in Section 5, f is taken as the unit step function. Then in the
long time limit the incident stress wave field becomes a biaxial state of static tension of
magnitude 1(2 at an angle et from the positive x-axis and of magnitude (1(2 - 2) in the perpen
dicular direction. Thus, at large times the dynamic crack-tip, stress intensity factors
should approach the static ones produced by this biaxial loading.

The scattered waves (8) which are added to the incident waves to form the total field
are determined from equation (2) and the boundary conditions

...(5) = _ ...(i) at y 0
<yy 'yy ,

1:(5) = - ...(i) at ,v = 0,
x)' l"Xj'

O<x<l

O<x<l
(7)

which specify that the crack surfaces are separated and free of traction.t Also to guarantee
a unique solution we require that the displacements be finite at the edges of the crack and
that the scattered waves are outgoing.

3. SOLUTION OF PROBLEM

To begin the analysis of the problem we decompose the incident wave into even and
odd functions of y as

where

</>~!o = !f(t-x cos et- y sin et)±!f(t-xcoset+ y sin et)

(8)

(9)

t The Cartesian coordinates x, y, z have been normalized by the actual physical width of the crack. Also, the
dimensionless time adopted here is equal to the actual time normalized by the time for a P wave to transverse
the width of the crack. Hence, in these dimensionless coordinates, the P and S wave velocities become unity and
11K « I), respectively.

t This assumption is examined in Section 4.
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and then treat the scattering problems for the even and odd incident waves separately.
From the geometry it follows that in the symmetric problem (involving cP~i)) cP, U, ,,xx and
'yy will be even functions of y for both the incident and scattered waves, while 1jJ, v and 'xy

will similarly be odd in y. In the anti-symmetric problem (with cPg') the even and odd
conditions for these fields are reversed. For each problem we need consider only the
half-space region y > o.

(a) Symmetric problem

In the symmetric problem the incident P wave is given by equations (9) with the upper
sign. It produces zero shear stress and normal displacement along y = 0 and generates the
normal stress at y = 0

(10)

with r 1 = K
2

- 2 cos2 or:. Furthermore, since the scattered wave field is continuous at
y = 0, except possibly along the crack where it may jump, we know that v(s) and ,(s) will
be zero at y = 0 for x < 0 and x > 1. Hence, from equation (7) ,~:. is known along the
entire x-axis and by introducing specific functions to be determined for the unknown
boundary values of v(s) and ,\~\! along y = 0, we can extend conditions (7) to

1) for 0 < x < 1

otherwise
(Ila)

,~t(x, 0, t) = 0 for all x

j
tO(X,t) for x < 0

,~~(x,O,t)= -rt!(t-XCOSCt) forO<x<

t 1(x 1, t) for 1 < x

(l2a)

(l3a)

where the factor /(2/2(K2-1) in equation (lla) and the time derivatives of '0 and '1 in
equation (13a) are introduced for convenience in subsequent algebraic manipulations.
We take g, '0 and '1 to be identically zero along the x-axis outside the respective intervals
where they do not define boundary data for the scattered wave field.

Physically, since the incident wave is continuous everywhere, K2g(X, t)/(K2-1) is the
total jump in the vertical displacement along the crack. We shall calculate this function
in Section 4. Also, to and t 1 contain the total dynamic crack-tip, stress-intensity factors
for the normal stresses at the tips x = 0 and 1, respectively.t

To solve equations (2) for the scattered waves we employ the Wiener-Hopf method.
First the Laplace transform in t and the Fourier transform in x are applied to the complete
set of governing equations. The Laplace transform is indicated with an overbar as

(14)

t Recall that v is an even function and hence continuous at y = 0 in the anti-symmetric problem, while 'xx
and, ,., are odd functions and thus vanish at y = 0 for x < 0 and x > 1. The total jump in the horizontal displace
ment' ~long the crack and the shear stress intensity factors are provided by the solution of the anti-symmetric
problem in Sub-section (b), below.
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where s may be treated as a positive real parameter throughout the analysis. The Fourier
transform is specified by the corresponding upper case letter as

F((s) = f:''Xl f(x) e - i~sx dx

where the Fourier transform parameter is taken as (s (( = ~ + irll instead of (, again for
convenience in subsequent algebraic calculations. Thus the inverse Fourier transform
becomes

f(x) = ~ f'Xl +ic F((s) ei(sx d(
2n - 'Xl + ic

(15b)

where c is any constant that places the line ~ + ic ( - 00 < ~ < (0) in a region of the (-plane
where F((s) is an analytic function.

In applying the Laplace transform, we recall from the definition of the initial time for
the problem, that zero initial conditions hold for the scattered waves. Thus, the appropriate
doubly transformed solutions of equations (2) in y > 0 become

(16)

with

(17)

To render C( and /3 single-valued, the usual branch cuts are taken in the (-plane along the
imaginary axis: from 1'/ = 1 to 00 and 1'/ = -1 to - 00 for C( and 1'/ = K to 00 and 1'/ = - K

to - 00 for /3.
Next, the doubly transformed boundary conditions along y = 0 are found to be

y~; = 0

y(s) = s[y + +e - i(sy _ + i~d (1- e -scoSa-i~S)J
YY (-I cos C(

(lIb)

(12b)

(13b)

where the +, - and E subscripts refer to regions in the (-plane in which the various
Fourier transforms are known to be analytic functions. The + and - regions are the
overlapping half-planes 1'/ > -1 and 1'/ < 1, respectively, while the E region is the entire
(-plane. They are determined as follows: since io(x, s) and i 1(x -1, s) represent outgoing
waves emanating from the crack tips x = 0, 1, respectively, they will contain the exponential
factors exp(sx) and exp(s-sx), respectively. Thus, the Fourier transform integral for i o
converges and hence is analytic in the + region, 1'J > -1, while that for i 1 converges in
the - region, 1'J < 1. Furthermore, the Fourier transform of g(x, s) is a proper integral
and so it converges to an analytic function in the entire (-plane. Note that, because the
apparent pole at ( = i cos C( in equation (13b) is actually a removable one and from the
choice of branch cuts for C( and /3, all the Fourier transforms are analytic in the overlap
strip 11'/1 < 1.
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By substitution of equations (16) into the transforms of equations (1) and (4) and then
into equations (llbH13b) we obtain three equations for the five unknowns A, B, (iE'
Y+ and 1'_. Elimination of A and B from these equations yields the generalized Wiener
Hopf equation:

where

with

+_ .irl!(1_e-ScOS"'-i~,')
(-I cos a

K«() = R«()/2(K2_1)«(2 +y2)

R(n = (2(2+ K2f-4(2afJ

(18)

(19)

(20)

being Rayleigh's function. This function vanishes only at ( = ± iy where y is the ratio of
the P wave velocity to the velocity of the Rayleigh surface wave for the medium and y
depends only on Poisson's ratio. For real elastic solids, y > K, so that the Rayleigh wave
velocity is less than that of the shear wave. The function K«() has neither poles nor zeros
and as 1(1 -> 00, IKI -> 1. The branch points at , = ± i and ± iK and the zeros at ± ii' in
R(O indicate the occurrence of scattered compressional and shear waves from the tips of
the crack and, in addition, Rayleigh waves will propagate back and forth along its surface.

To solve the Wiener-Hopf equation (18) we follow the technique used in Refs. [3-5].
First the function K«() is factored into two functions that are analytic in the overlapping
+ and - regions as

(21)

(22)

where

_ {I f" -I [4'1
2

('1
2

- 1)t(K
2

- '1
2
)t] d'1 }

K ±«() - exp -- tan (2 2 2)2 +- 'r
n 1 11 - K 11 I"

so that K+(O = K_( -0. Details for accomplishing the above factorization are given by
Fredricks [7] in connection with a Wiener-Hopf problem for a half-space in contact with
a fluid quarter-space. Note, however, that in [7] the K function is the reciprocal of equation
(19) and the complex transform plane is rotated by 90° from our (-plane.

Next, we change (in equation (18) to (' = ~' + i11' and divide both sides by 2niD + «(')«(' - ()
where

(23)

The resulting equation is then integrated from ~' = - 00 to ~' = 00 along a horizontal
line L I in the ('-plane located in 111'1 < 1 and the point ( is taken above this line. The
integral of the left-hand side can be shown to be zero since the integrand is analytic below
L 1 and the edge conditions at x = 0, 1 ensure that IGEI -> 0 sufficiently rapidly as 1('1 -> 00

for the integral taken on an infinite semi-circle in the lower ('-plane to vanish. Furthermore,
from the decomposition theorem for functions analytic in a strip [6], the integral of the
right-hand side is a + function. The result becomes

Y «() = [D+«() 1J ird D+<Of e-i,'s
+ S 'D+(icosa) (-icosa 2ni Lt D+«(')«('-()

.[1'_«('s) irl ! .e-
s

cos "'J d(' (24a)
. (/ -I cos a

where it has been assumed that the point (' = i cos a lies above L 1 •
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Similarly, we can divide equation (18), after changing' to C by 21tiD_(CHC -,) x
exp( - i" s) and integrate both sides from e' = - 00 to + 00 along a line L 2 lying in 111'1 < 1
with the point' now located below L 2 • Again, the integral of the left-hand side can be
shown to be zero while the integral of the right side is a - function. With the point
C = i cos oc taken below L 2 the result is

- [ D_(O Jird e-scosa D_(,)1 eit•
L('s) = 1-. . +--. , ,

D_(lCOSOC) '-lCOSOC 2m L2D-(O('-,)

. [ Y -K's)+ ir:J ] dC."-I cos oc
(24b)

Thus, we obtain the pair of coupled singular integral equations (24) which are typical
of those occurring when the Wiener-Hopf method is applied to a problem with a finite
discontinuity barrier [3-6]. As done in [3-5J we solve them by the standard iteration
procedure. The first terms on the right sides of equations (24) are the "zeroth order"
solutions Y<.?~_. Substitution of these expressions for Y.j.._ into the integrals in equations
(24) produces the "first order" solutions Y<.l~-, and so on. Note that by this process the
"nth order" solution will be equal to the (n - 1)th order" solution plus an integral of the
(n -1)th solution. Remarkably, it can be shown that the inverse Laplace transform of this
iteration series is always a finite one for any finite time and so an exact solution is obtained
at any stage of iteration up to a finite value of time which increases with increasing order
of iteration. This has been shown in [4,5] and will be illustrated below for the zeroth and
first order solutions.

From equations (24) the zeroth order solutions are

1(0) = [ D +(,) IJ ird (25a)
+ D+(i cos oc) '-icosoc

1(0) = [1 D-m Jird e-·cos
a

(25b)
D_(icosoc) '-icosoc

which correspond to the exact solutions for the separate scattering of the symmetric
incident P wave by the semi-infinite cracks, 0 < x and x < 1, respectively. Thus, physically,
we expect that these results are exact until the P waves scattered at the crack edges interact
with the opposite edges, i.e. until t = 1+cos oc at x = 0 and until t = 1 at x = l.t This
indeed will now be shown mathematically.

Substitute equations (25) into equations (24) to find the first order results,

(26a)

(26b)

t Observe from Fig. 1 that the incident P wave does not reach the edge x = 1 until t = cos a as indicated by
the shifting factor exp( -8 cos a) in equation (25b).



738 STEPHEN A. THAV and TSIN-HWEI Lv

To interpret these expressions we first deform the integration paths in equations (26a)
and (26b) around the branch cuts along the 1]'-axis in the lower and upper ('-planes,
respectively. With 1]' then changed to A. the results become,

(27a)

(27b)

where

(28)

and f means the Cauchy principal value integral which occurs because of the pole at
A. = y along the path of integration. The constants ai, a~ and y2 are zeros of the "rationalized
Rayleigh's function",

16(1(2 -1)(A.2 - y2)(A.2 - ai)(A.2 - a~) = [4A.2(A.2 -1)+(A.2 - 1(2)+ - (2A. 2 - 1(2)2]

. [4A. 2(A.2 -1)+(A.2 - 1(2)+ + (2A. 2 - 1(2)2], (29)

but for real materials ai and a~ are, depending on the value of Poisson's ratio, either
complex conjugates or real numbers less than unity. For example, with v = t,
ai = 3(3 - 3+)/4, a~ = i and y2 = 3(3 + 3+)/4. In any case A. = y is the only singularity
in the integrands in equations (27) along the path of integration.

Now we can interpret physically the first order results. The two integrals in each of
equations (27) are recognized as Laplace transforms of specific functions that are zero for
t < 1 and t < 1(. Thus, in equation (27a) where they are multiplied by exp( - s cos a),
these integrals represent P and S waves that arrive at the crack tip x = 0 at t = 1+cos a
and t = I( + cos a, respectively. However, these correspond precisely to the times when the
first ~cattered P and 8 waves which emanate from the crack tip at x = 1 at t = cos a will
reach the opposite tip. In other words, the integrals in equations (27) represent the first
interaction effects of the waves scattered from the two crack tips. In equation (27b) the
integrals correspond to the P and 8 waves scattered at the tip x = 0 and which arrive at the
tip x = 1 at t = 1 and t = 1(, respectively. The propagation of the Rayleigh waves along
the crack surfaces from one tip to the other is signified by the poles at A. = y in the integrands.

Since the P waves rescattered at each tip will not return to the opposite tip for another
unit of time, we expect that the first order solutions should be exact until t = 2 and
t = 2+cosa in equations (27a) and (27b) respectively. This can be verified mathematically
by substituting equations (27) back into equations (24). One obtains the first order solution
plus four different double integrals that represent the rescattered waves (PP, P8, 8P, 88).
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Their inverse Laplace transforms can be shown to be zero until t = 2, t = 1+K (for both
PS and SP), and t = 2K, respectively. In fact, we can deduce in general that

r<;n) = r<;n- 1) for 0 S t S 2n

and

for 0 S t S 2n + 1+cos a:
(30a)

r<.:n) = r<.:"- 1) for cos a: s 2n+cos a:

for cos a: s t s 2n +1
(30b)

(31a)

Here, we stop at the first order solution. It will yield exact results for the stress intensities
at each crack tip up to two P wave, crack width, transit times beyond the incident wave
arrival time.

Crack-tip normal stress intensities. Observe from equations (13) that the inverse trans
forms ofequations (27), multiplied by s, yield the normal stresses in front ofthe two crack tips
along y = O. However, since we are interested in the leading term for the stresses near the
crack tips, the Fourier transform inversion [equation (ISb)] need be performed only on
the leading term in the expansion of equations (27) for 1'1 -+ 00. Noting the definition of D±
in equation (23) and that IK ±I -+ 1 as 1(1 -+ 00, we can readily show that the dominant
term in each of equations (27) is proportional to Iel-t . The inverse Fourier transform of
these terms becomes

-o( (2S3 )t
r

()[ cosa:/2 sina:/2e-scosaJ1(a:) ]
S!~ x)-+ nixI d S (y+cosa:)K+(icosa:) 2n(y-cosa:)K_(icosa:)

as x -+ 0- and

sil1)(x-l)-+ ( 2s
3

)trd(S)[ sin a:/2 e-SCOS(l cosajlll(n-a:) ] (31b)
n(x-l) (y-cosa:)K_(icosa:) 2n(y +cos a)K+(icos a:)

as x -+ 1+. Of course, we recall that io(x) = 0 for x> 0 and i l (x-l) = 0 for x < 1.
In equations (31)

J 1(a) = f" (A.2 - K2/2)2e: ~rF(l, a) e- AS d2 + £0022(2 - 1)(A.2 - K2)tF(2, a:) e- AS d2 (32)

where F(2, a:) was defined by equation (28).
Since the inverse Laplace transform of equation (32), J l(t, a:), is obtained by inspection,

the inverse Laplace transforms of equations (31) are readily found in terms of convolution
integrals. Details are presented for the particular case where

(
) 1

S} = 3'
S

(33)

Then the stresses associated with the incident wave (6) approach the uniform static values,
as t -+ 00,

!xy = r 2 (34)

where r 0,1,2 are the coefficients of j in equations (6).
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Now, it is well known [8] that the leading term for the static normal stress at each
crack tip produced by the loading (34) becomes for our geometry (Fig. 1),

as x -+ 0- (35a)

(35b)

Hence, we define the "normalized dynamic stress-intensity factors" by dividing equations
(31a) and (31b) by equations (35a) and (35b), respectively. The inverse Laplace transform
of the result is denoted by K1(0 or 1, t) corresponding to the crack tip at x = 0 or 1,
respectively. For large times we expect K 1 -+ 1.

Noting that the inverse Laplace transform of s-i is 2(t/n)! and performing the afore
mentioned steps, we obtain the first order results:

K (1)(O )_2+(4)[ t+cosrx/2 sinrx/2(t-cosrx)!*Jt(t,rx) ]
I t -- - H(t-cos rx)

, n (y+cosrx)K+Ocosrx) 2n(y-cosrx)K_Ocosrx)

KjI)(I,t) = 2!(~)[ (t-cosrx)!sinrx/2 H(t-cosrx) cosrx/2t!*J1(t,n-rx)]
n (y - cos rx)K -0 cos rx) 2n(y +cos rx)K +(i cos rx)

where H(t) is the unit step function and * denotes the convolution operation,

f * g == {f(t-A)g(A) dA.

Thus, for example,

+H(t - Ie)F(t - A)tA2(A -1)(..12
- ,(2)!F(A, n - rx) dA.

"

(36a)

(36b)

(37)

Note that for t < y, the pole at A = yin F(A, n - rx) lies outside the above integration intervals
and the integrals are actually conventional. However, for t > y the pole falls within the
range of integration and the Cauchy principal values must be taken. Thus, the arrival of
the Rayleigh wave at each crack tip is indicated by the change in the form of the convolution
integrals in equations (36).

Numerical calculations of equations (36) are presented and discussed in Section 5
along with similar ones for the normalized shear stress intensity factors which are derived
below.
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(b) Anti-symmetric problem

In the anti-symmetric problem, u and !yy are odd functions of y and so they vanish at
y = 0 for x < 0 and x > 1. Furthermore, the incident wave [equation (9) with the lower
sign] produces zero normal stress at y = 0 and the shear stress

(38)

Thus, by introducing unknown functions for d S
) in 0 < x < 1 and !~~ in x < 0 and x > 1

along the boundary of the half-space, y > 0, we can again extend the boundary conditions
(7) to

(S)( 0+ ) = {K
2

P(X, t)/2(K
2
-1) for 0 < x < 1

(39a)u x, ,t 0 otherwise

!~~(x, 0, t) = 0 for all x (39b)

fq,(x, II for x < 0

!~~(x, 0, t) = - r d(t - x cos IX) for 0 < x < 1 (39c)

Ql(x-l, t) for 1 < x

At this point the analysis proceeds exactly along the lines described in (a) above for the
symmetric problem and we are lead to the generalized Wiener-Hopf equation

_ PEP-l((2 + y2)K(() = Q + +e- iI;sQ _ + i~d (l_e-scoso:-i(S) (40)
(-ICOSIX

where Q± are the Fourier and Laplace transforms of qo and ql' respectively, and K(()
was defined by equation (19).

Note that equation (40) is the same as the previous generalized W-H equation (18)
except that Pappears on the left side of (40) instead of IX. Of course there are the obvious
changes from r 1 to r 2 and in the symbols for the unknown +, - and E functions.

Therefore, we shall omit all the remaining details of analysis leading to the first order
results for the shear stress intensity factors. In fact, by replacing (± i by (± iK in the
expression for D ± in equation (23), the first order solution of equation (40) is immediately
obtained from equations (26). Thereafter, the algebraic calculations become slightly
different, but the procedures are identical to those in (a). We obtain the leading terms for
the shear stresses at the crack tips as

as x -+ 0- and

(
S3)t [ (K_COSIXyte-scoso:

sq~1)(x-l)-> r 2 (s)
n(x -1) J (y - cos IX)K -0 cos IX)

(K+COSIX)tJ2(n-lX) ]
as x -+ 1+

2n(y +cos IX)K + (i cos IX)
(41b)
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J2(ex) = fI'YC A.2(A.-K)(A.2-1)!F().,ex)e- As dA.+ fOO (A.2-K2/2)2(~~:r F(A.,ex)e-AsdA. (42)

and F(A., a) was defined by equation (28).
The above expressions contain the dynamic shear stress intensity factors for an

arbitrary incident P wave profile. However, when f(t) = (t)t 2 which produces in the long
time limit, the static loading (34), we can normalize equations (41) by the known [8] static
shear stresses at the crack tips,

as x -> 0-

as x -> 1+

(43a)

(43b)

(44a)

(44b)

and thereby define the "normalized dynamic shear stress intensity factors" K II (0 or 1, t).
We obtain the results

K
(l)(O) 4{ [(K+COS a)t]t [(K-COS a)(t-cos ex)]! * J 2(t, a) }
II , t =-. H(t-cos a)

n (y+cosa)K+(lcosa) 2n(y-cos a)K_(icos ex)

K
(l)(1 ) _ 4{[(K-COS ex)(t-cos a)]t H( ) [(K+COS a)t]t * J2(t, n-ex)}
II t - - t - cos a - -".------,------,--

, n (y-cosa)K_(icosa) 2n(y+cosa)K+(icosa)

where J2(t, a) is found from equation (42) by inspection.
Note that r 2 [= sin 2ex; cf. equations (6) and (34)] vanishes when ex = n/2, which is

the case of perpendicular incidence. Thus, both the static and dynamic shear stress intensity
factors are zero in this case and their ratio, while non-zero, appears to be physically meaning
less. However, for the problem of a normally incident SV wave, i.e.

<p(') = 0, I/I(i) = i(t - Ky)2

neither the dynamic, nor analogous static, shear stress intensity factors are zero and their
ratio happens to be equal to the expressions in (44) with a = n/2. In other words, equations
(44) are significant for all values of a in 0 < a :s: n/2, but at a = n/2 their significance is
attached to a different problem.

4. SEPARATION OF CRACK SURFACES

In the foregoing analysis it has been assumed that the top and bottom surfaces of the
crack are always kept separated. For otherwise, at the instant and at points where the crack
surfaces closed, the boundary conditions (7) would be invalid and would have to be changed
to specify continuity of the vertical displacement and normal stress along the crack and,
in the case of smooth surfaces, zero shear stress. A continual separation of the surfaces
could be achieved by imposing a static tension in the y-direction of sufficient magnitude
to prevent the crack from closing during the dynamic events. Alternatively, one could
use the crack model as an approximation to a thin elliptical cavity whose surfaces remained
separated even when our solution might predict that the line crack would close. However,
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in the former situation, the stress intensity factors obtained here would be incomplete,
as an additional static field would exist; while in the latter case, our results would only
be approximate.

Therefore, we are interested to know whether the crack will actually remain open
under the action of the incident wave (33) which produces a tension in the y-direction (6)
and thus initially separates the crack surfaces. Papadopoulos [9J has found that for a
tensile wave, incident upon a semi-infinite crack, the surfaces still would close after the
diffracted Rayleigh wave has passed. Also, for an oscillating incident wave, such as the
plane harmonic wave considered by Sih and Loeber it was pointed out that the finite
crack would open and close in cyclic fashion and so a static tension would have to be
imposed [IJ. In our problem, however, it is not apparent that either of the above findings
are duplicated. Certainly the harmonic wave results are not applicable. Furthermore,
while we observe that the finite crack tends to close in the wake of the first scattered
Rayleigh waves, it is found that before the crack can actually close, the second series of
scattered waves will have been generated and these may very well keep the surfaces
separated.

To calculate the relative displacement between the crack surfaces, i.e. /(2g(X, t)/
(/(2 -1) == h(x, t), we use equations (1Ia) and (18). Substitution of y~) and y~) into equation
(18) yields G~) from which h(n)(x, t) can be calculated by inversion of the transforms and
which will be an exact result for a finite time. Unfortunately, we have found it so far too
complicated to obtain h(1)(x, t) which would cover the time period during which the stress
intensity factor results are exact. This is because the inverse Fourier transform of G~)

cannot be performed easily and in closed form as was the case for Y~) when we considered
only the leading term for the stresses at the crack edges. Therefore, we examine the zeroth
order solution h(O)(x, t) which will be exact at a point x along the crack until the first
rescattered P wave arrives, i.e. at the smaller of the times 1+cos a+x and 2-x. These
are the arrival times for the rescattered P waves which originated at the edges x = 1 and
x = 0, respectively.

Details for obtaining h(O)(x, t) consist of substituting equations (25) into (18); inverting
the Fourier transform for GkO) which includes deforming the integration paths around
appropriate branch cuts in the (-plane; and then inverting the Laplace transform by the
convolution theorem. Equation (45) below is the result when f(t) = t 2/2 and a = n/2,
i.e. the case of normal incidence.

3
h(O)(x, t) = 2t+ 2n[H(t - xlI t (t, x)+ H(t - /(x)I 2(t, x)

+H(t-l +x)It(t, l-x)+H(t-/(+/(x)I2(t, I-x)] (45)

where

with

f
tlx

d"I l(t, x) 1 (,,2 - /(2/2)2M(t, x''''hI

I 2(t,x) = £/X "("2-1)1-(,,2_ x 2)tM(t,x,,,)d,,

(46a)

(46b)

(47)
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The first term in equation (45) represents the effect of the incident tensile wave and
its reflection from the bottom surface of the crack. The integrals II and 12 represent the
first scattered P and S waves, respectively, that emanate from x = 0 and 1, while the
scattered Rayleigh waves are again indicated by the change of II and 12 to principal value
integrals when their upper limits exceed y. If we delete the integrals with argument I-x,
we obtain the exact solution for a semi-infinite crack along the positive x-axis. Thus, we
observe Papadopoulos' finding that this crack will eventually close after the Rayleigh
wave passes [9]. This is because II and 12 become negative when their upper limits exceed
yt and an asymptotic analysis of these integrals for large time shows that they decrease
faster than 2t and so will dominate the leading positive term in (45). However, for the
finite crack, we can interpret equation (45) only for t < 1+x when 0 < x < t. (Because
of the symmetry, when a = n12, we only treat half of the crack.) Beyond this time the
rescattered waves must be included.

Numerical results for h(O)(x, t) are plotted vs. time for different values of x in Fig. 2.
The integrals in equation (45) were evaluated by a similar technique to that described in
the Appendix for the integrals in equations (36) and (44). Note that the crack stays open
during the passage of the first series of scattered waves across its width. Of course in the
long time limit the crack will be opened since the field becomes one of uniform static
tension (34). However, further calculations are required to determine whether the finite
crack will indeed stay open during the time period in between, thus making it unnecessary
to superimpose a field of static tension.

To determine the jump in the vertical displacement in physical units the ordinates in
Fig. 2 must be multiplied by lrolJ1. where I is the actual crack width, K2ro is the normal
stress associated with the incident wave and J1. is the shear modulus of the medium.
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FIG. 2. Magnitude of vertical separation of crack surfaces h(O) vs. time at various points x along crack for

ct = 90° and v = !.
t Note that in the integrands in (46) K +(in) is positive and both at and a2 are less than unity. Thus for tlx < y,

I t and 12 in (46) are positive.
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5. NUMERICAL RESULTS FOR INTENSITY FACTORS

The time variations of the crack-tip, stress intensity factors are shown in Figs. 3 and 4
for various angles of incidence and Poisson's ratio v = l This yields K = 3+ and y = 1·8839.
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FIG. 3. Normalized normal stress intensity factors K) vs. time for various values of ex and v = i.
(al Intensity factors at x = 0, (bl intensity factors at x = 1.
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By following the procedure described in the Appendix for evaluating the principal value
integrals in equations (36) and (44), we were able not only to perform accurate numerical
calculations, but also were successful in extracting analytically the contributions of the
scattered Rayleigh waves. By so doing we are able to show that the maximum dynamic
intensity factors occur exactly at the instant of arrival of the scattered Rayleigh wave
from the opposite crack tip, provided that this event is realized before the rescattered P wave
returns to the tip of interest, i.e. before the period of validity of our solution expires.

For example,at x = othe first scattered Rayleigh wave from x = 1arrives att = y +cos a
and the second scattered P wave returns at t = 2. Thus, only when y + cos a < 2 (a > 83·3°)
are the maximum dynamic intensities found from the "first order" solution [cf. Figs. 3(a)
and 4(a)]. On the other hand, at x = 1 the first Rayleigh wave arrival is at t = Y for any
angle of incidence and there our solution is exact up to t = 2 + cos a. Hence, we always
find the peak intensity factors at this edge [cf. Figs. 3(b) and 4(b)J.

To see that the peak intensity factors occur at t = Y at x = 1 (or t = Y+ cos a at x = 0)
we consider the expression derived for the integral in the Appendix. It is the sum of a
continuously differentiable function of t at t = Y plus a non-differentiable function pro
portional to (y-t)tH(y-t). Noting the minus sign before the integrals in equations (36)
and (44), we see therefore that the slopes of the intensity factors will approach + 00 as
t --+ y-. Furthermore, since the non-differentiable function vanishes for t > y, it is easily
seen that the intensity factors have a finite slope at t = y+ which is found numerically to
be negative. Hence the intensity factors peak at t = Y and the computer calculations show
that these peaks are the absolute maximum values in the time intervals treated.

The maximum normal stress intensity factor is found to be about 1·30 which agrees
closely with the value reported by Sih and Loeber for an incident harmonic P wave [1].
Interestingly, there is hardly any change in the peak value with angle of incidence at x = 1
as seen in Fig. 3(b). At x = 0, the peak value occurs after t = 2 for the acute angles of
incidence considered. For a = 77·3° the second scattered P wave arrives before the first
scattered Rayleigh wave, while at 60° it arrives ahead of both the first scattered Rayleigh
and shear waves.

The shear stress intensity factors, shown in Figs. 4, exhibit relative maxima shortly
after the first scattered P wave arrives and then they reach absolute peaks at the Rayleigh
wave arrival time. These peak values increase very slowly with decreasing angle of incidence,
as seen in Fig. 4(b), remaining near 1·2. Recall that the shear intensity factors at 90° are for
an incident SV wave and they are normalized by the equivalent static factor for that prob
lem. In this case the peak value is found to be 1·18 which agrees closely with the result of
Sih and Loeber for a normally incident harmonic SV wave [1].

6. SUMMARY AND CLOSURE

The maximum dynamic stress intensity factors have been found to exceed the analogous
static values by 30 per cent for the normal crack-tip stress and by 20 per cent for the shear
stress. These results occur at the instant of arrival of the first scattered Rayleigh wave from
the opposite crack tip.

Since our solution is valid only during the first time period for a P wave to twice
traverse the width of the crack, it is not possible to show here whether or not these peak
values are indeed the maximum ones for all subsequent time. However, there are evidences
that they actually are. First, the analogous harmonic wave results of Sih and Loeber [lJ
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(AI)

predict the same maximum values. Hence, after the incident P wave, with its constant
stress profile, has traveled two crack widths past the crack, it is not expected that a later
relative maximum intensity factor would exceed the initial peak value and the one found
from the steady-state response. Next, previous experience with transient wave interaction
problems, in which the scattered waves propagate steadily outward to infinity and thus
continuously remove energy from the vicinity of the obstacle, indicates that decaying
responses with time are typical. These mayor may not oscillate about a limiting value.
Finally, and in keeping with the previous remarks, Ravera and Sih [10] have found the
moderate to long time transient solution for a finite crack problem involving SH waves;
and their result shows the normalized stress intensity factor oscillating with a decaying
amplitude about the static limit as t increases.
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APPENDIX

To calculate accurately the principal value integrals occurring in equations (36) and
(44) we found it useful first to replace Kt(iA) in the integrands by the rational function
approximation,

2 ") exo+exth+ex2A2
K+(ZA ~ f3o+A

with exo = 1·03066146, ext = 0·9994148, ex2 = 0·00006683 and f30 = 1·62566276. This
function agrees with the exact one calculated from equation (22) to six decimal places in
1 ~ A~ 2·5 which is the maximum range of values required for our calculations. Then
each of the integrals can be expressed in the general form:

I(t) = f(1~:r (t-A)t :~~ dA (t> b) (A2)

where b is either unity or K and S(A) is a rational function whose poles do not lie in the
interval of integration for any t > b.
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Using the identity

we may write let) as

where

it (t - A)1- SeA) dA 1-
let) = b A-b (A +b)t +(y+b)f+(y+b) J(t)

J(t) = ft (t_A)5: SeA) dA.
b A-b A-y

(A3)

(A4)

(A5)

The substitution A- b = u2 renders the first integral in (A4) a proper one ofa finite function
that is easily evaluated by the computer. The second integral, J(t), can be evaluated in
closed fonn as follows:

We suppose that for large A, SeA) has the asymptotic expansion

(A6)

where Ao, At and A 2 are found explicitly by long division.t Then we define

(A7)

and note that T has the same poles and same residues at them as S and that T - Ao as
A-+ 00. Substituting (A7) into (A5) and using the relation

(A8)

yields

(A9)

(AIO)

The first integral in (A9) can be reduced to an elementary one by the substitution
(A-b)/(t-b) sin2 8 and then evaluated in closed form. The second one, denoted by
L(t), say, can be determined from the contour integral,

1 f (z-t)1- dzA(t) = -2' [T(z)+A 2y2+A t y] -b -
m c z- z-y

where C consists of a circle r of infinite radius, traversed in the counterclockwise sense,
and a "dumbell" contour D around the branch cut between z = band z = t, traversed
in the clockwise sense as shown in Fig. 5. When y > t the contour C encloses a pole at
z = y; when y < t the dumbell path D must encircle the point z = y, but the residue

t In no case encountered here does 5(2) increase more rapidly than 22 for large 2. In some, A2 or AI and
A 2 are zero.
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FIG. 5. Contour for integral A(t) for case t > y. For y > t the paths along the branch cut are unbroken

straight lines. Poles of S(z) are not indicated.

contributions from the upper and lower semi-circles will cancel. The integral along r
itself, where z = Re i8 with R--+ 00, can be shown to equal (A o+A 1 y+A2y2) and the
integral along D is equal to L(t)/n. Therefore, by Cauchy's formula we find

I (y - t)+
~ L(t) = S(y) y-b H(y-t)-(A o+A 1 y+A2y2)

. S(z) (z-t)++ L resIdues of-- --b at poles of S(z).
z-y z-

In (All) we have replaced T by S from equation (A7).
Note that the first term in equation (All) represents the effect of the Rayleigh wave

since it vanishes precisely at t = Y and provides an infinite slope for I(t) for t = y-, but
not for t = Y+. It can, in fact, be shown that the slope of I(t) changes sign at y = t and
therefore I attains a peak value at this time.

(Received 7 August 1970)

A6cTp3KT-l1cCJIep-yeTcli OTpalKeHHe nJIOCKoii BOJIHbI paCWHpeHHlI, npOH3BOJIbHOrO npOl!>HJIlI, OT

KOHe'lHOii JIHHeiiHOii meJIH, B 6eCKOHe'lHoii ynpyroii cpep-e, npH nOMomH 0606meHHoro cnoco6a BHHepa

XomtJa. COCTaBJIlilOTCli BbIpalKeHHlI, B lIBHOM BHAe, P-JIli <!>aKTopoB HHTeHCHBHOCTH P-HH3MH'IeCKHX

HOpMaJIbHblX HanplilKeHHI1. H HanplilKeHHii CABHra, AJIli KalKAoro Kpall weJIH, npep-CTaBJIeHHble B Ka'leCTBe
<!>YHKllHI1. BpeMeHH, yrJIa nap-eHHlI H '1HCJIa nyaccOHa. 3TH pe3YJIbTaTbl OKa3bIBalOTCli TO'lHblMH B MOMeHT,

Korp-a yp-aplilOwali BOJIHa AOXOp-HT p-o 3ap-aHHoro Kpall, nOKa KaK OTpalKeHHali BOJIHa p-ocTHraeT

npOTHBOnOJIOlKeHHOro Kpall, OTpalKaeTCli CHOBa H 3aTeM B03BpawaeTCli K nepBOHa'laJIbHoMy KpalO, TO

eCTb B Te'leHHe BpeMli nepexOAa lllHpHHbl weJIH p-ByX npOAOJIbHblX BOJIH. )l,alOTcli '1HCJIeHHble pe3YJIbTaTbl

P-JIli yp-aplilOWeii BOJIHbl B BHAe CKa'lKO-06pa3Hoii <!>YHKllHH HanplilKeHHlI, AJIli pa3HblX yrJIOB na.I:\eHHlI.

HaXOP-HTClI, 'ITO MaKCHMaJIbHali HHTeHCHBHOCTb HOpMaJIbllblX HanplilKeHHii OKa3bIBaeTCli Ha 30% 60JIbWe,

'IeM aHaJIOrH'IeCKHI1. CTHMH'IeCKHii <!>aKTop. BeJIH'IHHa CKa'lKa, B BepTHKaJIbHOM nepeMeweHHH BepWHHbI

meJIH, pewaeTCli .ll:JIli CJIy'lali HOpMaJIbHOrO nap-eHHlI, B Te'leHHe BpeMeHH nepeXO.I:\a eAHHcTBeHHoii

npOAOJIbHOii BOJIHbI WeJIb, B :no BpeMlI, OCTaeTCli 01 KpblTOii.


